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The troubled production history of Jaws is now legendary, and does not need to be repeated\here. Entertaining and witty
accounts can be found in screenwriter Carl Gottlieb's The aws Log (2001), as well as in Joseph NicBride (1997, chapter 10)
and John Baxter (1996, chapter 7). The film's huge success does not need to be repeated in anj\detail either. It was the

Precompositional factors

first film to break the $100 million mark in box office takings and, for two years (up until the releas®\of Star Warsin 1977),
it remained the most successful box office hit in movie history. It also ushered in the age of the codemporary summer
blockbuster.

Very little has been written on the film's aesthetics, especially Spielberg’s filming choices under exthmely difficult
shooting circumstances. Yet Jaws is the first Spielberg film that qualifies as a well-made film, the first to maNest organic
unity in a large number of scenes. | focus on those scenes in this chapter.

Compositional factors

The opening of Jaws: the first attack

Jaws opens with an indistinct primordial sound over a black screen. This is a typical opening for a Spielberg film, a stylist}
trait we encounter throughout his filmmaking career (Close Encounters of the Third Kind, Jurassic Park, The Lost World).

The darkness, combined with an unrecognizable Sound, sets the mood for Jaws. This mood is sustained in the first shot, a
29-second unattributed optical POV shot'? filmed underwater. While its precise relation to the next scene is initially
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1. Authenticity
2. Trust

3. Sawy

IMAGE: The concept of the documentary is grounded in an assumption about the AUTHENTICITY (1) of the photographic
image as determined by an audience Indexing (1.1) it as such. The given is that the image is Evidence (1.2) that can be so
tested. Yet, this still requires a measure of TRUST (2). Manipulation (2.1) has always been possible. The audience is
obliged to exercise Judgment (2.2). The spectator must deploy a certain SAVY (3) when drawing Inferences (3.1) from,
and assessing the Probability (3.2) of, documentary truth.

1. Authenticity

1.1.1. Indexing

A*“Lazarus Taxon" is a long extinct biotic group unexpectedly discovered to be still extant (Bottjer, 2003: 203). In 1938, 99
years after its fossil had been identified by Louis Agassiz and dated as extinct in the Late Cretaceous 66 million years ago,
aliving coelacanth was fished up from the waters off the Eastern Cape of South Africa. Agassiz also identified in the fossil
record the megalodon, a giant species of shark some 20 meters or more in length, thought to be extinct since the end of
the Pliocene 2.6 million years ago (Gottfried et al, 1996: 55-66). In 2013, many thousands of kilometers to the west of the
site of the coelacanth recovery, evidence of a living megalodon, another “Lazarus” was uncovered and presented to the
public on August 4, 2013 in a Discovery Channel documentary: Megalodon: The Monster Shark Lives. It was the opening
salvo of “television's longest running must-see summer tv event”: “Shark Week """
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